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MINISTER’S MESSAGE… 
 
As we come to the end of 
this academic year, we will 
be saying goodbye to one 
of our longest running and 
beloved ministries at Sa-
lem Church. Our Nursery 
School, after more than 
fifty years of educating the 

children of our community, will be closing. Alt-
hough this decision was made by our church for 
practical reasons, including the changing de-
mographics and the onset of universal pre-
kindergarten, our Nursery School was a special 
part of the life of our church. We will be cele-
brating our Nursery School on Sunday, June 11, 
during worship with a reception in the Fellow-
ship Hall. To prepare for this, we are asking our 
members who have attended, or who sent their 
own children or grandchildren, to share with us 
photos, stories, and memories of our Nursery 
School. You can email them to the Church Of-
fice at salemtona@verizon.net.  
 
On Sunday, May 28, we will be confirming 4 of 
our youth in the Christian faith. These students 
have spent this school year learning more about 
the Christian faith, the traditions of Salem 
Church, and what it means to be a Christian. 
Confirmation is an important rite of passage in 
our tradition. Upon being confirmed, these youth 
will share their first Communion with the church, 
and will be recognized as full members of our 
congregation. Please plan to join us on Sunday, 
May 28, and help us to celebrate these newly 
Confirmed members of Salem Church.  
 

For Pastoral Care: 
   Call:  (716) 692-3429        Office 
             (716) 545-6214        Pastor Lopez 
   Email:  salemtona@verizon.net 
 

To Support Salem Church 
   Electronic Giving:   
         salemchurchucc.org. 

   Mail check to: 
          114 Morgan Street 
          Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Perhaps you have noticed a change to our 
worship service. At our offering collection, 
our Call to the Offering has evolved to be-
come Congregational Response. As Chris-
tians, we are called to respond to God’s 
Grace in our lives in ways that go beyond 
the offering tray. Our Elders now share with 
the congregation ways that Christians can 
respond to the call of Christ through Wor-
ship, Fellowship, Service, and Giving. These 
are the many ways that Salem Church pro-
vides you with the opportunity and the re-
sources to live out your faith in our commu-
nity.  
 
See you on Sunday! 
 

                

     Jeremy 

mailto:salemtona@verizon.net


FROM OUR RECORDS….The following information is according to the records we have to the present 

date.  We ask your assistance in notifying us of items to be included in this section of the Newsletter.  We 

hope this information will keep you up to date on your friends at Salem. 

BIRTH! 
 
Congratulations to Hilary White and Steve Banks on 
the birth of a son, Jordan Tobias Banks on March 
2, 2023.   

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES…. 
 

Congratulations and best  
wishes to: 
 
 

...Paul & Samantha Arida - 2nd, May 1 

...Charles & Gail Wildt - 52nd, May 22 

...Jim & Julie Verel - 46th, May 23 

...Paul & Rhonda Hopkins - 42nd, May 23 

...Edward & Barbara Trosin - 59th, May 23 

...Mark & Julie Bastian - 20th, May 24 

...Gary & Maureen Schulz - 55th, May 25 

...Robert & Patti Slominski - 34th, May 27 

...Charles & Wendy Pilkey - 54th, May 29 

...Lynn & Rochelle Shiesley - 47th, May 29 

...David & Connie Merchant - 43rd, May 31 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES! 

Congratulations and best wishes to the following 
people who will become 80 years of age or older in 
May: 

Frank Ford - May 8 
Mary Decker - May 9 

Kathleen Salmon - May 10 
Doris Lindaman - May 27 
Marlin Salmon - May 28 

IN SYMPATHY 
 
...WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO THE 
FAMILIES OF… 
 
...Ann (Wietan) Korff who died on March 17, 
2023.  The service for Ann was conducted by Pastor 
Lopez on March 21.  Ann was the wife of Curtis C. 
Korff and mother of Charles (Debbie Ellis) Korff, 
Robert (Debbie) Korff, Richard (Kathy Russert) 
Korff, Daniel (Anita) Korff, Sharon (James) Bren-
nan and mother-in-law of Pamela Korff. 
 
...William Williams Jr. who died on April 3, 2023.  
The service for Bill was conducted by Pastor Lopez 
on April 6.  Bill was the husband of Janice (Sidote) 
Williams, father of Stacy, Chelsea, Brian, Stephanie, 
and Amanda Williams, and brother-in-law of Joseph 
(Laura) Sidote. 

BAPTISMS 
 
Ethan Figueroa, Liam Figueroa, and Aiden 
Figueroa, sons of Jesse Figueroa and Adrienne Mo-
rales, were baptized on March 19, 2023.  Ethan was 
born on October 12, 2013, Liam on April 26, 2016, 
and Aiden on November 23, 2022.  Godparents for 
them are Sharon Figueroa and Marcus Suffern. 

MEMORIALS TO SALEM 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MYRNA WAITE 

FROM:  Dawn Chase 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
ELINOR DEEB 

FROM:  Jean Braun 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
LINDA WALTERS 
FROM:  Jean Braun 

Herman & Britta Sparks 
Diane Gronwall 

John & Sally Sherman 
Debbie Dow 

Chris Nebelecky 
Bruce & Ann Lamm 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOSEPH SIONKO 
FROM:  Gary & Kathleen Schuehler 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

WALTER NEBELECKY 
FROM:  Christine Nebelecky 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS 
FROM:  Dawn Chase 



DID YOU KNOW…Scams are getting more and more difficult to identify? 

 

You get a call. There's a panicked voice on the line. It's your grandson. He says he's in deep trouble 
— he wrecked the car and landed in jail. But you can help by sending money. You take a deep 
breath and think. You've heard about grandparent scams. But, it sounds just like him. How could it 
be a scam? Voice cloning, that's how. 
 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is no longer a far-fetched idea out of a sci-fi movie. We're living with it, here 
and now. A scammer could use AI to clone the voice of your loved one. All he needs is a short audio 
clip of your family member's voice — which he could get from content posted online — and a voice-
cloning program. When the scammer calls you, he’ll sound just like your loved one. 
 
So how can you tell if a family member is in trouble or if it’s a scammer using a cloned voice?  Don’t 
trust the voice. Hang up and call the person who supposedly contacted you and verify the story. Use 
a phone number you know is theirs. If you can’t reach your loved one, try to get in touch with them 
through another family member or their friends. 
 
Scammers ask you to pay or send money in ways that make it hard to get your money back. If the 
caller says to wire money, send cryptocurrency, or buy gift cards and give them the card numbers 
and PINs, those could be signs of a scam. 
 
If you spot a scam, report it to the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
 

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER, so it’s time to add some flowers and plants around our beautiful 
church building and our Memorial Walkway.  This year, there are many ways you can help with this project. 
 

 - You can volunteer to plant – date to be determined 

 - You can volunteer to help water throughout the summer 

           - You can donate to help cover the cost of the flowers.  If you are interested, please complete the 

     form below and return it to the church office by May 15. 
 

GERANIUMS AND FLOWERS 

The cost of each plant is $10.  Please fill out the form with your dedication and return it by May 15.   
The dedications will be printed in the bulletin on Memorial Day weekend. 

 

NAME__________________________________________ 

 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF_______________________ 

 

 IN HONOR OF_______________________________ 

 

TOTAL $_______________________________ 

about:blank


THANK YOU….. 
 
Thank you to everyone who remem-
bered Salem’s Endowment Fund on 
Endowment Fund Sunday! $770.00 
was raised. Donations to the Endow-
ment Fund, whether on Endowment 
Sunday, as a memorial, or bequest, 
are wonderful ways to leave a legacy for years to come! 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO all 
who helped with this year’s 
Easter Visitation Project 
from your donations to pre-
paring the baskets.  Special 
thanks to Wanda Chase and 
Dawn Chase for helping to 
organize it and Peg Williams 
and Diane Gronwall, for 
preparing a delicious lunch. 
    Maureen Schulz 

WILLING HANDS 

Thursday, May 4           9:30am 
 

Bring a sandwich  for lunch - 
dessert will be provided by hostesses 

 

Come join in the fellowship, laughter, 
and meaningful work in making quilts  

and lap robes. 
 

All are welcome to join!! 

MILLER-WERTH SCHOLARSHIP….. 

Attention all graduating Seniors!    

Have you started to apply to college?  
 Have you started to apply for scholarships?   

Salem Church offers the Miller-Werth Scholarship 
to all church members who are planning to continue 

their education at a 2 or 4 year school.  

 Applications are now available.  Call the church    
office (692-3429) if you are interested.  

The deadline for submitting your application is  
May 31st  

Winners will be notified in June.  

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!! 

If you are graduating 
from high school or col-
lege this year please let 
the church office know 
at (716) 692-3429 so we 
can add you to our gradu-
ation celebration! 

THANK YOU 

 
A Big THANK YOU to all 
who volunteer for Communi-
ty Cafe. We appreciate you 
and couldn’t make this mis-
sion happen without your 

help cooking, serving, setting up, cleaning, regis-
tering attendees, and delivering to at home mem-
bers. A shout out to our youth helpers- we love 
how you pitch right in!  
 

God Bless us as we continue to serve, 
 
Bob Curto, Ann Lamm & Debbie Whais 

Dear Salem Family, 
  
As we welcome spring after this crazy winter, I would 
like to update you on what we, as the Council, have 
been doing. For the next number of months, we have 
invited guest speakers from other churches in the area 
to talk to the Church Council about their church pro-
grams and fund-raising activities that benefit the com-
munities they live in as well as their congregations. 
We do a lot at Salem, as you well know, but it is re-
freshing to hear what other churches are doing, and 
just maybe there is something they are doing success-
fully that we can adopt for Salem. So, as we move for-
ward in this year, I will keep you updated on any 
council news that arises.  
  
And, with that, may God bless you. 
  
Chuck    

NEW MEMBERS  
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of Salem Church, please let 
Pastor Jeremy or one of the elders 
know.  Reception of new members 
will be coming soon! 



VIRTUAL THEME BASKET…… 
was a huge success.  Thanks to 
everyone who gave donations 
for the raffle and to all that 
purchased tickets.  The church 
benefited an amount of $3950 
to our General Fund.  Thanks 
again to everyone for your generosity.   

SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY DRAWING…. 

We have four beautiful 

quilling framed pictures, 

which were donated by 

Jane Andres, that will be 

raffled off on Mother’s 

Day, May 14.  A display 

of these beautiful pieces 

of art will be shown in 

Fellowship Hall on May 7 and 14.  Tickets are $5 for 

3.  On May 14, we will draw the winners at Coffee 

Hour.  What a wonderful gift for Mom – or for 

someone special.  Why not take a chance!! 

COMMUNITY CORNER CAFÉ 
 

MAY 13 MENU 
Italian Sausage with onions and peppers 

on a roll or garlic bread 
pasta salad, cookies 

 

JUNE 10 MENU 
Hot dogs and Hamburgers 

Cowboy potatoes, macaroni salad, chips 
ice cream 

 
Doors open at 11 am and food is served at 11:30 

All are welcome including families! 
A $2.00 donation is requested 

MAY LUNCH BUNCH 

May Lunch Bunch will be held on Tuesday, 
May 16 at 12:30pm at Raintree Bar and Grill, 

2970 Colvin Blvd., Tonawanda.  Please sign up 
in the Fellowship Hall so reservations can be 
made.  We hope to see you there!! 

SALEM LEAGUE 

The May Salem League Spring Luncheon will 
be held at noon on Tuesday, May 30.  Details 

and cost will be announced soon. 

Christian Education Updates 

A special thank 
you to the Chris-
tian Education 
Committee for their hard work arranging the 
Bowling Party and the Easter Egg Hunt.  Their 
work allowed so many children and families to 
have great experiences. 
 

A big thank you to the Salem Church Family for 

your support of the Lenten Project for Ukraine 

and for your monetary donations and Lenten 

Bank donations.  The results of the project will 

be available soon.  Your generosity continues to 

be overwhelming.  Thanks, too, for all donations 

for the Easter Egg Hunt.  As always, it was a big 

hit with our children. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Believe-it-or-not, it is 
time to plan Vacation 
Bible School 2023!!  This 
year VBS will be held 
from Monday, August 
21 – Thursday, August 
24.  Please mark your 
calendar and save the date.  Details will be com-
ing very soon! 
 
We will need a lot of  help to have a great pro-

gram this year.  If you  are willing to help in any 

way, please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or talk 

to Dawn Chase. Youth entering 7th grade and up 

may sign up to help.  We are excited about the 

program we have planned, so please consider 

being a part of it! 



SUMMER CAMP 

It’s not too late to sign up for a week of camp at 

Dunkirk.  If your children are interested, please 

talk to Pastor Jeremy or Dawn Chase.  The church 

does provide scholarship money for all Salem 

children and youth.  Information is available in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

Friday Evening Bible Study 

The Friday evening Bible Study continues to meet 

in the McDermott Room at 6:30 pm on the 1st 

and 3rd Fridays of the month.  Please plan to join 

us. 

CANAL FEST 
 

It has just been announced 
that Canal Fest 2023 is hap-
pening,….. so it’s 
time to begin thinking 
about Salem’s Annual 
Canal Fest Chowder and 
Roast Beef Sandwich 
Dinner.  This year our 
big event will be held on 
Tuesday, July 18 from 4
- 6:00 PM.  This has al-
ways been a very suc-
cessful fund-raising 
event for Salem Church, but we need the help 
of everyone.  We need people to help set up, 
help cook and stir chowder, cut and plate des-
serts, and especially clean-up. We also need 
donations of pies and desserts.  We need many, 
many workers during the dinner to help serve 
and keep the hall clean and neat. 

 

Check your calendar and sign up now.  Starting 
in May, sign-up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to talk to Dawn Chase at 692-
7879.  

 

Volunteering to help with this event is a won-
derful way to support Salem Church and our 
community!! 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS…..  We 
continue to save bottles and 
cans to help support our 
youth group.  You can bring 
them to Tin Can Alley locat-
ed at 386 Hinds Street or to 
the church office and we will 
be glad to bring them for 
you.  Also you can call the 
church office if you would like someone to 
pick them up.  We have received $228.00 
so far this year!  Keep up the good work. 

MEMORIAL WALK-WAY PLAQUES 

 

Please 

note that 

we will 

continue 

to take 

dedica-

tions for the Memorial Walk-Way 

board.  Order forms are available at 

the entrances of the church and in 

the church office. This is an ongo-

ing project.  What a wonderful way 

to honor your loved ones. 

UP-COMING EVENT….FINALE OF OUR PRE SCHOOL 

After 50 plus years of 
serving our church and 
community children, Sa-
lem Pre School program is 
coming to an end.  We 
are planning a celebration 
on Sunday, June 11 during 
our worship service fol-
lowed by a banquet luncheon in our Fellowship Hall.  
Reservations will be required by May  31.  Please sign
-up in Fellowship Hall or call the church office.  We 
hope you will attend this special event.  Watch for a 
mailing with all the details coming soon!! 



GREAT FUN 

AT OUR LENTEN 

BOWLING PARTY 

AT TONAWANDA LANES 

ON PALM SUNDAY 



MANY THINGS HAPPENING AT OUR CHURCH!!! 


