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MINISTER’S MESSAGE…. 
 

The theologian Frederich 
Buechner wrote that your 
“vocation is the place 
where your deep glad-
ness meets the world's 
deep need.” Here at Sa-
lem Church, there is a 
deep gladness in our 
community. People in our 

church are joyful in worship, friendly in fellow-
ship, and industrious in service. We are gain-
ing new members every year who want to be a 
part of our family of faith. We have vibrant pro-
grams and ministries that keep our church ac-
tive and our members busy.  
 

But the question remains: Are we meeting the 
world’s deepest need?  
 

This year our Church Council will be meeting 
with pastors and lay leaders from many of the 
UCC churches in our area. They will be shar-
ing with us the programs, ministries, fundrais-
ers, and outreach programs that are most ef-
fective in their church. Our hope is to learn 
from them, and be inspired to find a way to use 
our resources and our passion to meet our 
community’s deep need.  
 

Faith UCC in Williamsville has a free lunch 
program on Fridays that serves a great num-
ber of people in the community. Covenant 
UCC in Gasport serves a Thanksgiving meal 
consisting of over fifty turkeys. Ebenezer UCC 
hosts a rummage sale and a meat raffle. All of 
these churches are doing these programs, al-
beit with volunteers and limited financial re-
sources, and meeting a deep need in their 
communities. 

For Pastoral Care: 
   Call:  (716) 692-3429        Office 
             (716) 545-6214        Pastor Lopez 
   Email:  salemtona@verizon.net 
 

To Support Salem Church 
   Electronic Giving:   
         salemchurchucc.org. 

   Mail check to: 
          114 Morgan Street 
          Tonawanda, NY 14150 

What are the needs of the people in To-
nawanda? How can we use our resources 
and marshal our volunteers to best serve our 
neighbors? As we learn from other churches, 
we also want to hear your ideas. Share your 
thoughts with any of our council members or 
with me. Together, we can ensure that Sa-
lem Church is living into its vocation, and our 
deep gladness is meeting the world’s deep-
est need.  
 
Together, may we find new, effective, and 
fruitful ways to serve God and people in the 
name of Christ.  
 
See you on Sunday! 
 

   Jeremy 

 



FROM OUR RECORDS….The following information is according to the records we have to the present 

date.  We ask your assistance in notifying us of items to be included in this section of the Newsletter.  We 

hope this information will keep you up to date on your friends at Salem. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to the following 
people who will become 80 years of age or older 
in March and April: 
 

Beverly Bernhardt - March 1 
Janet Berent - March 1 

Frederick Lindaman - March 3 
Edward Trosin - March 13 

Irmgard Kuehne - March 17 
Helga Stevenson - March 18 

John Krupp - March 21 
Eugene Demler - March 23 

Jack Staffen - March 30 
 

Bette Joyce Smith - April 11 
Franklyn Berent - April 12 

Betty Fisher - April 16 
Judith McConnaughey - April 23 

Jack Kraft - April 25 
Helen Doebler - April 26 
John Sherman - April 26 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

...Congratulations and best wishes to… 

Dennis & Karen Hoyer - 53rd,  March 20 
Mick & Kelly Utzig - 8th, March 28 
 

Joshua & Kristine Stewart - 6th, April 8 
Jeffrey & Debbie Fritzke - 50th, April 14 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 
...WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO THE 
FAMILIES OF… 
 
...Linda (Carney) Walters who died on February 
4, 2023.  The service for Linda was conducted by 
Pastor Lopez on February 10.  Linda was the wife 
of James Walters, mother of Janette, James, and 
Tina Walters, and sister of Sharon Cleveland (the 
late Douglas), Robert (Mary) Carney, and Richard 
(Carol) Carney.   

...Ray D. Morningstar who died on February 5, 
2023.  The service for Ray was conducted by Pas-
tor Lopez on February 11.  Ray was the father Rae-
Shelle (Edward) Sander, Megan Morningstar, Cas-
sandra (fiancé Bill Bush) Morningstar, and Ray F. 
Morningstar, II, and brother of Juanita Morningstar 
and the late Judith Ferguson.   
 
...Myrna Waite who died on February 11, 2023.  
The service for Myrna was conducted by Pastor 
Lopez on February 18.  Myrna was the wife of the 
late William Waite, and mother of Robert 
(Kathleen) and the late William L. Waite. 

MEMORIALS TO SALEM 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
MARGARET “MICKEY” BARNES 

FROM:  Donna Mileham 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
ELEANOR STAHL 

FROM:  Donna Mileham 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
RONALD ENSMINGER 
FROM:  Donna Mileham 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

LINDA WALTERS 
FROM:  Diane Kunkel 

Ellen Christy and Paul Sikora 
Marlin & Kathleen Salmon 

Neal & Susan Malchow 
Judy Morris 

Donna Mileham 
Charles & Gail Wildt 

Debra Whais 
Bob & Peg Williams 

Gary & Maureen Schulz 
Roger & Kathy Najuch 

Ellen Slominski 
Dawn Chase 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

BEVERLY KNIGHT DUNMIRE 
FROM:  Christine Nebelecky 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
RAY D. MORNINGSTAR 

FROM:  Judy Morris 



The Endowment Fund Committee and Council ap-
proved donating the mission 
portion of the withdrawal from 
the Endowment Fund for 2022 
to the Dunkirk Camp and Con-
ference Center’s 2nd Century 
Fund. We received the follow-
ing note: 
  
“I just received notification of Salem’s generous gift 
to the Second Century Campaign of the Dunkirk CC. 
We simply say thank you so much. Your Endowment 
Fund gift will help equip disciples for work of 
the Church.” 
  
Have a Blessed Day, 
Rev. Ralph Anderson 

COMMUNITY CORNER CAFÉ 

 
Everyone is welcome including families 

 
Doors open at 11:00 
Food served at 11:30 

 
A $2 donation is requested 

 
March 11, 2023 

Pork tenderloin, yams, vegetables and cupcakes 
 

April 15, 2023 
Stuffed meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetables and  

cookies 

SAVE THE DATE…. 
 
Maple Sunday will be celebrat-
ed on March 26th this year.  
The Mileham Family invites 
everyone to join them in Fel-
lowship Hall after service that 
day to enjoy a free Pancake 
Breakfast.  The menu will in-
clude pancakes, sausage, fruit cup, juice, coffee 
and tea.  Please plan to celebrate this spring tradi-
tion with us.  We’d love to see you there!  Ques-
tions?  See Donna Mileham or Peg Williams. 

THANK YOU...THANK YOU!!! 
 
I would like to take a moment to 
thank all  of the Bereavement vol-
unteers.  Every time we are asked 
to make a luncheon for a family 
after a funeral, I feel confident I 
can call my list of volunteers.   They are always ready 
to pitch in and help with the set up, cook, or bake, 
help serve or clean up after the meal.  As always , 
many hands make light work.  This mission service 
would not be possible without you.  I so appreciate 
your willingness to help a family in their time of 
need.  Thank you for making our Bereavement 
lunches so successful. 
 

   Donna Mileham 

Lenten Project 

This year our Lenten Project 
will be focusing on the 
needs of children in  
Ukraine.  Kate and Joshua 
Garbar-Issacs have helped 
us with this project working 
with a mission group out of a Ukrainian Church.  
This group goes to the hardest hit and most risky 
areas in this war-torn country. They provide the 
necessities, cultural experiences, and work to 
bring JOY to all.  We will be focusing on the chil-
dren and youth.  Many have been unable to 
attend school, play outside, and just have a nor-
mal childhood.  This is how we can help: 
 

 *Our Sunday School children/youth will be 

receiving Lenten Banks and are encouraged  to do 
chores to earn money to put to use their allowance 
in their banks.  Adults can also take a bank or make 
monetary donations. Banks will be collected on 
Palm Sunday (April 2) 
 

 *We will be collecting several items to send  

- socks and underwear (colorful and fun), small 

stuffed animals, Crayola crayons, markers, colored 

pencils, coloring and activity books, small activity 

packs and games, children’s shoes, candy (anything 

made by Wonka including nerds, sweet tarts, sour 

patch kids, gobstoppers, laffy taffy).  Samples of all 

items will be by the collection bin in the Fellowship 

Hall.  



Easter Visitation Project 

Our children and youth can help with our Easter Visitation 

Project by bringing in oranges or clementines (cuties) to 

be included in the baskets on March 26. 

Sunday School Bowling Party - April 2 

 WHO?   All Sunday School children/youth,     
                             their families and Salem members 
 
 WHERE?    Tonawanda Bowling Lanes,       
                                 Young Street 
 

 TIME?       1-3 pm 

 WHAT?    Bowling, shoes, balls, slice of pizza,   
                               pop, and a few surprises 
 
 COST?   Children/youth registered for Sunday 
    School attend for free.  All other must 
    purchase a ticket for $10.  Tickets will 
    be available to purchase and pick up 
    in March in the Fellowship Hall. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

All children through grade 6 are 
invited to join us at 9:15 am on 
Easter Sunday.  Children will be 
divided into age groups for the 
Easter Egg Hunt.  You can bring 
your own Easter Basket or get one at church.  There 
will lots of eggs and a few surprises!! 
 
Members of the congregation can help with the 

Easter Egg Hunt by donating small pieces of 

wrapped candy to fill the eggs, small stuffed ani-

mals, larger Easter chocolate pieces, etc.  A collec-

tion bin will be in the Fellowship Hall. 

Summer Camp at Dunkirk 

It’s time to begin planning for 
summer camp!!  Camp bro-
chures are available in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Many Salem kids 
attend every year and have a 
great time!!  As always , Salem 
will help with the cost of camp.  
This year we are asking all who 
are planning to attend to register 

online. Registering by the Early Bird special date 
(April 15) saves $25.  Salem will pay half of the 
total camp cost, including the deposit, for one 
camp per child/youth. Read the brochure care-
fully as there are discounts for first time camp-
ers, multiple campers from one family, campers 
attending more than one camp.  If you have 
questions or concerns about finances, please 
talk to Pastor Jeremy or Dawn Chase. 

Lunch Bunch 

Lunch Bunch will be meeting for 
lunch on Tuesday, March 21, at Am-
herst Buffet, 1551 Niagara Falls Blvd. 
and Tuesday, April 18, at Olive Gar-
den on Maple Road.  Please sign up 
in the Fellowship Hall so we can make reserva-
tions.  We really do have a great time.  Why not 
join us? 

Salem League 

Salem League continues to 
meet in the McDermott 
Room at noon on the last 
Tuesday of the month.  At our March 28th 
meeting  we will be helping to prepare for the 
annual Easter Visitation Project. Our April 25 
meeting will include making sandwiches for 
“Friends of the Night People”. Those attending 
are asked to bring packaged cookies to include 
with the sandwiches. Bring your lunch, dessert 
and beverages are provided.  All are invited to 
join us.  Questions? Contact Jean Kell or Dawn 
Chase. 



Salem Bible Studies 

Salem will have 2  special 
Bible Studies during the 
Lenten Season.  The Friday 
evening study (1st and 3rd 
Fridays at 6:30 pm) will be 
discussing, the favorite 
hymn, Amazing Grace, using a wonderful devo-
tional as our guide.   Questions?  See Rhonda 
Hopkins or Samantha Arida. 
 
Another Bible study has been added for the Len-

ten Season on Friday mornings at 10 am.  On 

Sunday, February 19 the congregation will be 

receiving a Lenten devotional titled “The Joy of 

Salvation”.  We will be using this as a guide for 

our discussion.  This will be the perfect way to 

prepare for the Resurrection!  Question?  See 

Rhonda Hopkins or Dawn Chase. 

Easter Visitation Project 

For decades, Salem has been 
sponsoring our Easter Visita-
tion Project.  This project pro-
vides Easter Baskets to Salem’s 
at-home congregation as well 
as some other groups in our 
community.  Each basket contains many differ-
ent items and there are many ways to help: 
 
 *You can volunteer to help assemble the 
   baskets on Wednesday, March 29 at 10 
   am.  Lunch is included.  Sign up in the  
   Fellowship Hall if you are interested in 
   helping. 
 
 *Donate oranges/cuties/clementines on 
   Sunday, March 26 (or drop at church by 
   10 am on the 29th.) 
 
 *Donate small wrapped chocolate candy 
   (kisses, small candy bars, rolos, etc.) 
 
 *Donate Russell Stover and Reese’s Eggs 

 *Make a monetary donation to help  
   cover the cost of items that need to be  
   purchased 

 
Questions?  Talk to Maureen Schulz, Wanda 

Chase, Dawn Chase 

Reminders 

Coffee Hour –  
 

We can always use 
donations of coffee 
(decaf and regular), 
juice boxes and pouches, and cookies (sign up in 
the Fellowship Hall.) Thanks for making Salem a 
welcoming and friendly church.  
 

Salem Scholarship – Donations to Salem’s schol-
arship program are always appreciated and can 
be made at any time.  Thank you for your sup-
port as we support our graduating seniors. 

Dear Salem Friends, 

My heartfelt thanks for the beautiful Christmas and 
Valentine cards sent to me, as well as the numerous 
thoughtful cards remembering my birthday in Janu-
ary.   Receiving cards always brightens my day.   And 
many thanks to the Dorcas Quilters for sharing cake 
and conversation in celebration of my birthday. 
   Fondly, 

   Leslie Librock  

WILLING HANDS 

 

Thursday, March 2 and April 6 

9:30 AM 

in McDermott Hall 

  Join in the fellowship and meaningful  

work for others. 

 

All are invited to join the group! 

 



ELDERS’ NEWS 

The 2023 Lenten Season began on February 22 
with Salem’s Ash Wednesday  Worship Service.  
We hope that you will plan to worship with us 
every Wednesday during Lent. 
 

This 40-day Lenten period between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter is a time Christians are 
urged to reflect on our lives, perform acts of 
charity and make small sacrifices as we prepare 
for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on 
Easter Sunday.  
 

The Elders would like to encourage us to spend 
some time each day reading the Bible.  Why 
not join us in reading a Gospel a Day 
(suggestions are below)?  It just might change 
your life. 
 

GOSPELS IN 40 DAYS 
Gospel of Luke 

Day 1  Chapters 1-2 
Day 2  Chapters 3-5 
Day 3  Chapters 6-8 
Day 4  Chapters 9-10 
Day 5  Chapters 11-13 
 

Gospel of Matthew 
 

Day 10  Chapters 1-2 
Day 11  Chapters  3-4 
Day 12  Chapters 5-6 
Day 13  Chapters 7-9 
Day 14  Chapters 10-11 
Day 15  Chapters 12-13 
Day 16  Chapters 14-16 
 

Gospel of John 
 

Day 23  Chapters  1-3 
Day 24  Chapters 4-5 
Day 25  Chapters 6-7 
Day 26  Chapters 8-9 
Day 27  Chapters  10-11 
 

Gospel of Mark 
 

Day 33  Chapters 1-2 
Day 34  Chapters 3-4 
Day 35  Chapters 5-6 
Day 36  Chapters 7-8 

Day 6  Chapters 14-16 
Day 7  Chapters 17-19 
Day 8  Chapters 20-21 
Day 9  Chapters 22-24 

Day 17  Chapters 17-19 
Day 18  Chapters 20-21 
Day 19  Chapters 22-23 
Day 20  Chapters 24-25 
Day 21  Chapters 26-27 
Day 22  Chapter  28 

Day 28  Chapters  12-13 
Day 29  Chapters 14-16 
Day 30  Chapters 17-18 
Day 31  Chapter 19 
Day 32  Chapters 20-21 

Day 37  Chapters 9-10 

Day 38  Chapters 11-12 

Day 39  Chapters 13-14 

Day 40  Chapters 15-16 

FROM THE PRESIDENT…. 
 
It's been a number 
of months since I 
have written an 
article for the 
newsletter. As 
President of the 
Church Council I 
cannot be more 
proud of the work 
that the boards 
have done in the last year. As I wrote in my annu-
al report, each board has embraced their new roles 
as leaders in Salem Church. All the roles of each 
board are in the Church bylaws. If you need a 
copy, you can call the Church office and they will 
send you one. The Church Council which is made 
up of one member from each board has the task of 
approving all recommendations that come from 
each board. This last year was a transition from 
the old bylaws to the new bylaws. The old saying 
out with the old, in with the new is very true for 
Salem. Our church council as well as each board 
has and will continue to strive to evolve with our 
ever changing times. That is our task. As months 
go by and there is news from the council to share, 
I will report it to you. See you at Salem and may 
God bless you. 
 
 Chuck Gilinger 

LET’S GET MOVING AND IMPROVING…. 
 

Join us to improve your balance, flexibility and 
overall wellness!! 

 
Participate at your own rate in: 

 
• Chair exercises 
• Stretching and balance tech-

niques 
• Aerobics 
• Cool down and relaxation 

routines 
 

When:  Mondays 1-2:00 pm 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
Cost:  $5.00 per session 

 
Instructor is Claudia Kurtzworth 

 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 



HOLY WEEK SERVICES AND EVENTS 

  (April 2-9) 

 Palm Sunday Worship 10:00 am (April 2) 
 Palm Sunday Bowling Party 1-3 pm 
          (Tonawanda Lanes) 
 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Worship,        
          April 6   7:30 pm 
 Good Friday (church open 12-3) Prayer       
          stations will be set up around the church     
          for those who wish to pray (April 7) 
 Easter Sunday Breakfast, 9:00 - 10:00 am 
          Join us in Fellowship Hall for a French 
          Toast Breakfast prepared by Jim Walters 
 Easter Egg Hunt for all children through  
         grade 6 at 9:15am 
 Easter Sunday Communion Service 

10:00am (April 9) 

WEDNESDAY POTLUCKS AND BIBLE STUDY 
 

March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 
6:00pm Potluck Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

 
Please bring a dish to pass - 

Dessert is provided  
 

Lenten Bible Study follows 
In Sanctuary at 7:00pm 

MILLER-WERTH SCHOLARSHIP….. 

Attention all graduating Seniors!   

Have you started to apply to   
college?  Have you started to  

apply for scholarships?   

Salem Church offers the Miller-
Werth Scholarship to all church members 

who are planning to continue their education 
at a 2 or 4 year school.   

 

Applications are now available in the church 
office.  Stop in and pick one up.  

 The deadline for submitting your application 
is May 15th and the winners will be announced 

in church in June.  

EASTER BREAKFAST 

April 9, 2022 

Join us for a scrumptious meal of 

French Toast, sausage, pastries 
orange juice, coffee/tea 

 

Serving from 9:00 - 10:00 AM 
prepared by Jim Walters 

 

A free will offering will be taken! 

 

 

EASTER LILIES will again 
beautify our altar during 
our Easter Worship Ser-
vice.  Watch your Sunday 
bulletins for the cost. 
Order forms are availa-
ble in Fellowship Hall or 
you can just call the office with your dedi-
cation.  Please place your order by March 
31st.  Thank you! 
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DID YOU KNOW?? 

Did you know that scammers trying to rip you off will often impersonate organizations or government agen-
cies you know. Some even pretend to be from the Internal Revenue Service. Of course, it’s tax season, and 
you need to know if it’s the IRS or if it’s a scammer impersonating the IRS. 
 

If someone who says they’re from the IRS demands money or threatens you at any time of the year, that’s not 
the IRS. Only scammers pretending to be the IRS will do that.  
 
The IRS will only communicate with you by mail, unless they have tried via US Postal Service multiple times, 
and they have not received a response. Even if you receive a call, email or text  from someone claiming to be 
from the IRS, hang up and call the IRS directly to determine if it’s really them! 
The exception is when you’ve filed your taxes and you receive email confirmation that they have accepted 
your tax return.  
 
Don’t respond to someone who says they’re from the IRS and demands money, threatens you, or asks for per-
sonal or financial information. Report them to the Federal Trade Commission at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
What if you’re not sure it’s a scam? Report it anyway. Your report could help the FTC stop scammers. 
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