News from the Office

Please let Trista know in advance if you or
your group will be using our buildings. A
master calendar is maintained in the office
and this way we can avoid any double- book-

ings.

A property usage form should be filled out
by all outside groups (available in the

McDermott Hall mailboxes) well in advance
of the date requested.

Once a year, a property usage form should
be completed for Salem group building us-
age. Please submit the form to Trista by 9/1
annually. For example, Community Café will
submit one form for the 2" Saturday of each
month, 9-1 pm, September-June.

Salem News

Nametags

If you ordered a nametag, they have ar-
rived. You can see Dawn Chase to pay
and pick up your nametag. If you are in-
terested in buying a nametag, please
sign up in the fellowship hall.

For Pastoral Care:

Call: (716) 692-3429 Office
Call: (716)433-0976 Rev. Patricia Ludwig

Email: salemtona@verizon.net

To Support Salem Church

Electronic Giving:
salemchurchucc.org.
Mail check to:
114 Morgan Street

Tonawanda, NY 14150



FROM OUR RECORDS....The below information is according to the records we have to the present date.

We ask your assistance in notifying us of items to be included in this section of the Newsletter. We hope
this information will keep you up to date on your friends at Salem.

We Celebrate our Members who are celebrating birthdays 80 years or older in July
and August, and those celebrating Wedding Anniversaries!

JULY

AUGUST
Peg Williams - July 1

Jennie Gonas - August 2
Herman Sparks - July 7

Norma Berndt - August 29
Robert Williams - July 22
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David & Krista Stryker (36th - August 3)
Bev Short - July 22

George & Diane Kunkel (54th - August 5)
Roger & Kathy Najuch (50th - July 3)

Kevin & Carol Ullrich (31st - August 6)
Scott & Cathy Rex (23rd - July 5)

Paul & Susan Koroschetz (32nd - August 6)
Sujith & Kayla Thomas (4th - July 9)

Peter & Judy Long (47th - August 10)
Michael & Connie White (39th - July 11)

Jerry & Sharon Short (54th - August 12)
Daniel & Robin Woolcott (13th - July 13)

Robert & Peggy Williams (65th - August 12)
Thomas & Lorraine Cobernus (61st - July 15)

Stephen & Christine Jones (16th - August 14)
Martin & Linda Sansone (48th - July 15)

Michael & Cindy Warthling (54th - August 19)
Paul & Bonnie Fitzsimmons (62nd - July 25)

Neal & Susan Malchow (62nd - August 22)
Gary & Kathleen Schuehler (48th - July 15)

Dennis & Nancy Foster (51st - August 24)
Gary & Joan Rockenbrock (34th - July 26) Craig & Cindy Stryker (35th - August 24)
Nicholas & Rachel Sterner (4th - July 29)

John & Sally Sherman (61st - July 31)

Happy 100th Birthday Mary Decker!

A long time member of Salem United
Church of Christ turned 100 years young
on May 9th of this year. Mary is an abso-
lute sweetheart and still has a great
sense of humor. She is loved by all.




Most second Saturdays
you can find her at Com-
munity Corner Cafe. This
Saturday in May we cele-
brated with the whole cafe
community and family
members. Her sons Alan
and Richard and a niece
helped to celebrate.

The History of Community Corner Café

Many people have asked when the cafe started and who started it? Good questions that | do not
: have the answers to. So I've asked around. Many of the original members who worked at the cafe
§are unfortunately no longer with us. Sue Toth and Donna Mileham have given me some back- :
gground. If anyone else has any memories please let me know and I'll add to the story in the next
:bulletin.

§According to sources The Cafe was started around 1990. For about 6 years members of Salem
: would cook and serve a meal at the First United Methodist Church of North Tonawanda. Their
: members would serve a meal on the first Saturday of each month.

§Some of the volunteers were: Dolores Benet, Skip Chase, Bob Crosby, Bob and Helen Doebler, Ar-
nold Gaeth, Christine Garrett and her daughter Laura, Bob and Donna Mileham, John and Roseann
§Shies|ey, Joe and Bev Sionko, Joe and Sue Toth, Larry Arnold, Audrey Zimmerman, Norma Stryker,
Nancy Staffen, Geneva, Irmgard Kuehne and many more. There were also some high school stu-
§dents who would help with serving and cleaning up. They were working on community service

: hours.

.50 was the recommended price, but many people gave S5 or $10

§Once Salem had their new kitchen put in the operation moved to Salem United Church of Christ in
§Tonawanda. At this point Bob and Donna Mileham were in charge. Bob led this merry band of
gcooks and servers until his health declined about 10 years ago. He was
gdevastated to give it up. Cafe was his baby for many years. Bob and |
§Donna asked Debbie Whasis, myself (Ann Lamm) and Bruce Lamm to
gtake it over. We were doing our best but couldn't match Bob's dedica-
gtion and finesse to detail. Then covid hit. We limped back and now are
§going full force again. We hope we are living up to all the expectations
gof the people that came before us. It is definitely a labor of love.

Respectfully submitted by Ann Lamm




Ponderings from Pastor Pat

Puritan John Winthrop, in his 1630 sermon, "A Model of Christian Charity," he writes
about the Massachusetts Bay Colony being "a city on a hill," based on Jesus' image
from the sermon on the mount on Matthew 5: 14.
| read about a new hymn that was written in honor of our 250 years as a nation, talk-
ing about what we have been and what we could become, naming the sorrows of our
past and also praying to God that we might answer the call to shed the Light of Christ
to others for hope in our future.
This is a pray hymn, written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette so spend time with God as
you meditate on these words during the month of July. Let the Spirit speak to you as
you read.
"IN THIS TIME OF GREAT REFLECTION"
1.) In this time of great reflection on two hundred fifty years, we remember, as a na-
tion, times we've prospered, times of tears.
"We shall be," a preacher told us, "as a city on a hill"-- not to praise us but to warn us:
We've a duty to fulfill.
2.) Here is what holds us together: Mercy, love, community. We're to seek to care for
neighbors in a just society.
If we fail to help the needy and to build a land that's just, we will simply be a byword
as the world looks at us.
3.) We recall our nation's story. Keep us honest, God above! In our quest for wealth
and glory, we have injured ones You love.
Through enslavement, through displacement, we have
chosen ways of sin. We've been violent. We've stayed
silent, so our Light of Love stays dim.
4.) Will we work for racial justice? Will we turn from fear
and hate? What is now the public witness that You call
us to create?
As we celebrate our country, help us, Lord, to under-
stand: All of us must share the bounty and the goodness of the land.



5.) In this time, O God, restore us to the land we're called to be--where all people
here among us know Your blest community.

May we ask to be that city, not with pride but as a prayer. May we love and serve You
humbly, in our land and everywhere.

Blessed Independence Day and Happy Birthday to all of us, and may God be with us
into the future.

Your faithful Pastor,
Pastor Pat

A note from your butterfly pastor,

| love being in my office so that people know they can pop on in for a visit or whatever,
and | can also get some work done, as well as get in some good reading.

Please note that my regular hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10:00 to 12:
30, but I stray from this from time to time. See below!!

For one week in July and again, one week in August that will be the case. Here are
the changes:

Monday, July 13, regular hours, 10:00 to 12: 30; Tuesday, July 14th, 8: 30 to 10:
30.

First week of August, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 4th and 5th, | will NOT be in
the office at all, as Mark and | will be cruising on the Mississippi from Saturday, August
1 to Saturday August 8.

| will be absent from worship on August 2, and back in the pulpit August 9th.

-

Any of the other weeks you
can find me in the church at
my regular hours.

Hope to see you sometime
along the way, so feel free to
drop in.

~Pastor Pat



| - Again, this year, Salem will be col- |
lecting school supplies (lists are avail- :
[ " able by both entrances to the church) |
?d«wfor children at Salem and in our com- -
" munity. The need is great and in- |
4 creases every year. Your donations :
= % < may be placed in the bins in the fel-
| lowship hall. Monetary donations
< can be given to Dawn Chase. Your
& support for this project will make surei
that children will “get off to a good

!start” this Fall. Thanks in advance for your generosity. |

Summer Sunday School

I [
Yes, we will have Sunday School during the | Dunkirk Update

summer. All children aged 3 through grade | IThis summer, Salem has 4 children and
— |

6 are invited to the McDermott Room for | youth attending an exciting week at Dun-

activities and Bible lessons after the Chil-

dren’s Time during worship. The Crib Room

will be open for our younger children. Lall. Pl y Kids i |
Youth in grades 7 — 12 will stay in worship. |_a + PIEase Keep ourkids fh your prayers:

I kirk Camp and Conference Center. Your
:giving has helped us offer scholarships to

tion Bible School, please sign up in the fellowship
hall or talk to Rhonda Hopkins.

Sunday School parents — Vacation Bible School in-

VhCHTION BIBLE SCHOOL formation and .registration forms' will bc.e mailed. to
. your homes this summer. We will also include in-
gformation about Rally Day, the church picnic, and the beginning of the 2026-27 Sun-
;day School year. We are already busy planning and looking forward to a great year
gwith our Salem children, youth, and friends.



Do you know how much it costs Salem each year to keep our buildings operating to
: perform our ministries ? *

$56 from each member pays for our utilities
$97 from each member supports maintenance supplies and snow plowing
$5 from each member funds Vacation Bible school supplies

Please consider either adding to your weekly offering or making a one-time donation
éto keep our Salem ministries fully funded.

g*(calculated based on 325 members & the 2026 budget)

Lunch Bunch will be meeting at 12:30

on Tuesday, July 21 at Roman Café on |
&g Payne Ave. in North Tonawanda. :
Please sign up in the fellowship hall if I
you plan to attend. |

: SALEM LEAGUE

§Salem League will not be meeting
:in July and August. See you in Sep-
‘tember. :

Thanks to all you helped in any way with
our 170" anniversary celebration. It was
wonderful to enjoy looking at old pho-
tos, watching our children (Salem’s fu-
ture) enjoy celebrating and showing us
their creativity and thoughts about
THEIR church, enjoying a delicious lunch
that we all could enjoy together, and
hearing some of Salem’s interesting his-
tory from James Williams. | am so grate-
ful for my Salem family!

~ Dawn Chase




Salem United Church of Christ

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026

When? Tuesday, August 18 —Thursday, August 20

Where? Salem United Church of Christ

114 Morgan St
Tonawanda NY 14150

Time? 5:30 pm (dinner) - 8:00 pm

Who? Children aged 3—entering grade 6
(older children/youth may sign up to help)

Additional We will also be covering additional VBS lessons on
info? Sundays, August 16 and 23 at 10 am. Please join us!

Questions? Contact Salem Church Office
716-692-3429



