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February 2026

Salem News is published by
Salem United Church of Christ
114 Morgan Street Tonawanda, NY

716-692-3429

www.salemchurchucc.org

: SCOUT SUNDAY

§On Sunday, February 8, the Scouts will

: be joining us in worship. Along with :

gtheir leaders, they will be sharing the

: children’s time and other messages

§W|th our congregation. Please plan to
Jom us and share special treats during

: our coffee hour.

IGAME NIGHT — FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20!!! We
Ihope you plan to join us for a casual game
(night. All ages are invited to attend. Feel free
I1to bring your favorite games or use the games
I'we have. Your admission? A favorite snack or
:appetizer! Join us for a fun evening of fellow-
I1ship and fun!

For Pastoral Care:
Call: (716) 692-3429 Office
(716) 433-0976 Pastor Pat
Email: salemtona@verizon.net

SALEM’S 3"° ANNUAL CANDY BAR BINGO WILL BE
HELD AFTER CHURCH ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15. We
will have a light lunch after church (freewill offering
will be taken), then get ready to play Bingo! The cost

to play is a candy bar or any candy treat. If you forget To Support Salem Church
to bring your candy bar, our youth will be selling them Electronic Giving:

for only $2. We have had a great time playing for the salemchurchucc.org.
last 2 years, so you won’t want to miss this. Please Mail check to:

sign up in the Fellowship Hall if you plan to attend! 114 Morgan Street

You could go home with lots of sweet treats!! Tonawanda, NY 14150




FROM OUR RECORDS....The following information is according to the records we have to the present
date. We ask your assistance in notifying us of items to be included in this section of the Newsletter. We
hope this information will keep you up to date on your friends at Salem.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

Congratulations and best wishes to the
following people who will become 80
years of age or older in February:

Sharon Berube - February 1 o ) )
Please join us in welcoming our

Sue Toth - February 2 New Members to our Salem
Lenora Crelot - February 8 Church Family!
Florence Miranda - February 9 o Michelle Madigan
Lora Scott - February 11 « Russell Easterday
Delores Bennett - February 14

Sophia Kraft - February 21
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Bethdays and CAnniverdaties
§ ~

e Janet Matyevich
e Janet Hickman

We are very excited to have you
join our church family! Be sure to

say hello to our new members in
the Fellowship Hall sometime dur-
ing coffee hour!

...Congratulations and best wishes
to...

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES = é‘ %/A“': "0y 'Q
/ Y

...Tom & Patti Kidder - 33rd, Febru- LOVB ls. paljlent’
ary 12 Love is kind.

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4
...Howard & Judith Starks - 56th,
February 27




IN SYMPATHY

«.WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO THE
FAMILIES OF...

John Krupp, December 6, 2025. Husband of
Jane (Cramer) Krupp. Father of Kathleen
(James) Salasny, Christine (Sean) Halliman,
Deborah (fiance Jon Thurston) Krupp and Da-
vid (Susan) Krupp. Brother of Elmer (Judith)
Krupp, Jr. He is survived by nine grandchil-
dren and nine great grandchildren. Former
spouse of Sandra Krupp. Son of the late
Elmer Sr. and Myrtle (nee Mileham) Krupp
and brother of four deceased siblings. John
was a faithful member of Salem UCC in To-
nawanda and a devoted member of the Ma-
sonic fraternity.

Norma Stryker, December 29, 2025 . Wife of
the late Kennard M. Stryker who died in
2001, mother of Kathleen (late Gene) Lovett,
Doug Stryker, Diane (Carl) Harper, Dave
(Krista) Stryker and Craig (Cynthia) Stryker,
Grandmother of Dave (Amy), Hannah (Mike),
Benjamin, William, Daniel, Christopher, Lau-
ren and Rachel (fiancé Kullen) and Great
Grandmother of Lucy and Killian. Sister of
Sally (John) Sherman and the late Nancy
(living spouse Jack) Staffen. Also many nieces
and nephews. Norma was a life long active
member of Salem United Church of Christ
where she was a Nursery School Teacher and
Sunday School Teacher.

WITH

Jean Braun, January 1, 2026. Devoted
wife of the late Richard Braun; beloved
mother of Paul (Renee), Peter, Robert
and Thomas (Lidia) Braun; cherished
grandmother of Kristin (Richard) Button
and Andrew (Colleen) Braun; adored
great-grandmother of Charlotte and
William. Jean loved her family, reading
the Bible, gardening, cooking, and trav-
eling. She was active in her church, Sa-
lem United Church of Christ in To-
nawanda, and taught Sunday School for
many years.

odis .
LOVE. ¢

1 JOHN 4:16




MEMORIALS TO SALEM

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

John Krupp
Donations were also made to the
Music Department and Community
Café
FROM: Bruce and Kai Simpson
Shelley Salmon
Kathleen Salmon
Deb Whais
Ann Lamm
Judy Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Cramer
Jill Thurston
Charles & Gail Wildt
Bob and Peg Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Riggs

Jean Braun
FROM: Debbie Dow
Dawn Chase
Diane Kunkel
Judy Morris
John & Sally Sherman
Roger and Kathy Najuch

Leslie Librock
FROM: Tom & Patti Kidder
Bruce & Ann Lamm
Tom & Cathy Bright

Mary & Elvira Holesko, Lillian
(Holesko) Panty and Robert &
Mary Jane (Holesko) Markovitz
FROM: Steve, Joan & Patrick
Holesko

Marjoire Marth
Given to Christian Ed
FROM: Foster Marth

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Norma Stryker
FROM: Tom & Cathy Bright
Diane Kunkel
Pam Rea
Janine Yager
Linda & Dave Odden
Janet Rehner
Sue Toth
Jim & Ellie Sherman
Debra Whais
Neal & Susan Malchow
Judy Morris
Dawn Chase
Gretchen Librock
Charles & Gail Wildt
Chris Nebelecky
John & Sally Sherman
Dorcas Society Salem UCC
Guagliadro Family (donation to
the youth program)
Theresa Schriever
Diane, Carl, Ben and Dan Harper
Pauline Harper
Bob and Peg Williams
Nancy and Dennis Foster
Coyla Schreiner
Roger and Kathy Najuch
Wayne & Danete King
And & Kathy Zimmerman
LouAnn Rossi & Francis
Matuszewski
Tom Zimmerman
Donations to the music depart-
ment
Kathy Salmon
Shelley Salmon

IN HONOR OF
Bob and Peg Williams
FROM: James Williams



PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR PAT

It is that time of year when our thoughts turn to LOTS OF

THINGS!

%W/ b [sve
We want warmer Weather; we want Iess sNow, we want more

L

sunny skies; we want summer to come NOW! (Sometimes for- 5
getting that spring comes first!).

In the church, our thoughts also turn to LOTS OF THINGS!

*Candy bar bingo! |, for one, can’t wait, now that | know what
itis!
*Valentine’s Day and how we know in our hearts about the best “Love that will not let me

”

go.
*Another day off from work or school because of another holiday!

* YET what we most need our thoughts to turn to is moving into another CHURCH SEASON...
the season of LENT...which comes from the word meaning “to lengthen.”

It is the season, 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays, we walk with Jesus through the
valley of the shadow all the way to the cross and beyond...to the new life that Jesus offers by
showing us how to love one another and how to spread the word and work of the Kingdom
here on earth, just like Jesus showed us and told us to do.

On the Wednesdays of Lent, Ash Wednesday being the first one, beginning at 6:00 PM, we
will have table fellowship with one another (Potluck supper) where we will break bread with
one another in His name. Then move to the sanctuary about 7:00 PM, for sharing together in
spirit-filled worship because every where we are worshipping God, we are on sacred ground
and the Spirit is there!

While | am still seeking guidance on the exact theme of each week, here are a few ideas |
have: symbols of Lent, promises of Jesus, prayers of Jesus, bread passages from the Bible,
people around the passion & cross.

| have not settled on one yet, so if you have a thought, please feel free to share with me. |
need to be in prayer more in the next few weeks for discernment.

| look forward to you being with me and other members of our
church family on these Wednesdays as we move closer to the joy
and victory of Easter morning.

Remember: You cannot know forgiveness unless you confess your
sins, and neither can you fully appreciate Easter until you walk
with Jesus through Lent to the Mount of Calvary on Good Friday
to the mountain of POWER of the resurrection on Easter.

. el ’l;"*; Have a great day and week and season of Lent. | will see you along
SR | the way.

Joy in Christ,  Pastor Pat



Once again the Community Life Com- D e e e e i e ]
mittee is having the March Gift Card iSALEM LEAGUE .
Maddess. This is for the whole Month of @ - |
March. Tickets are $10.00, and can be I Salem League’s February meeting will be held :
purchased after W°r5h_ip on Sundays in lat noon on Tuesday, February 24. We will be |
the_ FeIIowshlp Hall, or in Fhe Chuth ) : | preparing for the Easter Visitation project

Office, and if your name is drawn it will i(March 25) Bring your lunch; dessert and

be put BACK IN the bucket so you get an- i _ _ ;
other chance to win. We are asking the | beverages will be provided. All are welcome. !

congregation to donate gift cards of . |
$15.00 or more. The gift L .
cards can be given to v )
Committee Members or %

to the office. Please have W
gift card donations in the
church by February 15th

so we have time to create
our winnings calendar!

: Community Corner Café .
: would like to thank all the volunteers that help make i |LUNCH BUNCH
gcafe run so smoothly. We've had some new people :

Lunch Bunch will be meeting for
lunch at 12:30 on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17. If you plan to join us,
please sign up in the Fellowship

: : |Hall so we can make reservations.
: ure to work with such great people doing God's work.  © ||f you enjoy eating out and talking

February 14: goulash, cheesy bread, salad and cup- with great people, this is for you!

écome on board and have had the pleasure of several :
gteenagers giving us a hand. We are so grateful for eve-
ry one of you. The bakers, the cooks, the servers and

éthe dear people that handle clean up. It's such a pleas-

gcakes Fr—————— 1
: _ _ : -BIBLE STUDY .
;March 14: Fried Chicken, cheese potatoes, vegeta- i I
:bles, bread and cookies i .The Bible Study continues to meet

: : | every Thursday at 7 pm in the

:sert |group with time to learn more about |
: . : our faith through discussion as we
: May 9: Sausage and Peppers, sides and dessert Ilook at the Bible. If you have ques-

: June 13: hot dogs and Hamburgers, chips, mac salad i tions or would like more information, I
:and ice cream : .please talk to Rhonda Hopkins or Sa- !
|mantha Arida. I



LENTEN INFORMATION

*The Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday on Febru- §
ary 18. All are encouraged to attend our potluck dinner at
6 pm followed by our Ash Wednesday worship service.

*The Christian Education Committee will be introducing our ' :
2026 Lenten Project on Sunday, February 15. Details will be Eais. « | PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR
coming soon. Our Sunday School children and youth will be : i el Tl
receiving Lenten banks on that Sunday and encouraged to
find creative ways to earn money for their banks. Lenten
banks will also be available for any Salem member who
would like one. Other donations are always appreciated.
We will also be collecting very specific items . Watch your bulletin for details. Lenten Banks will

be collected on Palm Sunday.

*Sunday, March 22— our children and youth will be asked to bring in oranges/cuties to help with
the Easter Visitation project. We need approximately 350 pieces of fruit to include in the Easter

baskets. Adults are encouraged to help, too.

Lenten Event — As always, the Christian Education Committee will be sponsoring a special event
on Palm Sunday (March 29) for our Sunday School children, youth, their families, and interested
Salem members. Details will be available soon. Look for them in the Sunday bulletins.

*EASTER SUNDAY - Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed! — Join the Salem family for a French toast
breakfast followed by our Annual Easter Egg hunt for children pre-school — 6" grade. Then we
will all attend church to celebrate the Resurrection! (No Sunday School, crib room available.)

v

S

EASTER VISITATION

, df%ﬂ We realize Easter is a few months away, but we have a special
project we would like to begin now. We would like to make
q A Easter Bunnies out of wash clothes to put in each Easter Basket
we make — that would be approximately 350 bunnies. There
are several ways to help — donate new wash cloths (any color),
% offer to make a few, or maybe just attach the puffy tails. The
D directions are not difficult. Please see Dawn Chase.



EPIPHANY PROJECT

Just like the Wise Men took gifts to the
baby Jesus, every year we help cele-

brate Epiphany Sunday by collecting

baby items to donate to the TCCO Food
Pantry. Thank you to all who made do-
nations. You have helped members of
our community.

DECORATE AND UNDECORATE

'We all enjoy our time at Coffee
"'Hour after worship on Sundays.
I'You can help to make it even better !
by signing up to donate cookies.
1 The sign-up sheet is on the activity '
jtable. Our sweet tooth thanks you! I

§Thanks to all who helped decorate and “undecorate” our sanctuary and build- :
:ing for the Advent and Christmas season. It looked beautiful! A special thanks
:to Pastor Pat and Mark for providing the pizza lunch.

| KIDS’ FUN ZONE UPDATE

IOn New Years’ Eve, in the midst of a snowstorm, Salem played host to approxi-
Imately 46 children and their families for an exciting (and very loud) evening of
Icelebrating the New Year. The children enjoyed games, crafts, bounce houses,

|and a wonderful balloon drop at 8:30 p.m. to end the evening. A special
| THANK YOU to everyone involved in any way. Without our volunteers and the
| support of our Salem Family and several community organizations, this event
| for our community could never happen. See you next New Years’ Eve!!!

I
I
I
I
|balloon animals, face painting, door prizes, hats, beads, noise makers, snacks, :
I
I
I
I



