
For Pastoral Care: 

   Call:  (716) 692-3429       

  Office   Email:  salemtona@verizon.net 

To Support Salem Church 

   Electronic Giving:   

         salemchurchucc.org. 

   Mail check to: 

          114 Morgan Street 

          Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 

The agenda will include the sharing of reports of Salem 

committees and organizations and the congregation will be 

asked to approve the 2026 Budget.  Salem needs your  in-

put, your voice, your ideas, and your vote. We hope that 

everyone will plan to attend! 

FINAL DEPOSIT FOR 2025 

If you would like your contribution posted on your 2025 

Giving Statement, your donation (checks dated 

12/31/2025 or before) must be to the church office or in 

the locked outside mailbox by 10:00 a.m. on  January 2nd.  

The final deposit will be made on this day.  Your coopera-

tion is greatly appreciated. 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Can-

dlelight  Service – Wednesday, 

December 24 at 9:45 pm.  

***NOTE TIME CHANGE *** 

There will be no Sunday School 

held on Sunday December 28.  

Children’s Christmas Pageant  – 

Sunday, December 21 will be 

held during worship.   A special 

worship time for all at Salem.  



SALEM’S “AT HOME” CONGREGATION 
(as of November, 2025) 

We have listed below the names of those persons who are currently unable to join us in worship at Sa-

lem Church!  Would you consider sending a Christmas card to some of these members?  We have boxes 

of cards available at the church.   Please call the church office if you know of others who should be in-

cluded:

Norma Berndt, 32 Scott Street, Tonawanda 14150 
 

Delores Bennett, 35 Eagleview Dr., Grand Island 
14072 
 

Jean Braun, 26 Dexter Terrace,  Tonawanda 14150 
 

Orrin Christy, 5587 Irish Rd., Pendelton, NY 14120 
 

Betty Clemen,  Bristol Village, #112, 8455 Clarence  

   Center Road, Clarence Center, NY 14032 
 

Mary Decker, 42 Mill Street, Tonawanda 14150 
 

Eugene Demler, 6741 Nash Rd., Apt. 405, 

    North Tonawanda 14120 
 

Winslow “Sonny” Hunt, 84 Sharon Dr., Tonawanda  

   14150 
 

Sophia Kraft, 2367 Niagara Road,    

    Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

 

Judith McConnaughey, 40 Louisa St., Apt. 1 

   No. Tonawanda, 14120 
 

Florence Miranda, Elderwood Village at Bassett  

   Park, 245 Bassett Road, Williamsville 14221 

Sharon Muldoon, Mount St. Mary, 3735  

    Delaware Ave., Apt. 112, Kenmore 14217 
 

Chris Nebelecky, 266 Drake Dr., No. Tonawanda,  

   14120 
 

David O’Bryan, 284 Main St., #102, 

   Tonawanda, 14150 
 

Richard Remmele, 2730 N. Forest Rd., Apt. 342 

    Getzville 14068 
 

Lenette Rook, 8040 Roll Rd., Apt. 335 

   East Amherst, NY 14051 
 

Kathy Salmon, One Fox Run Lane, 

    Apt. 210, Orchard Park 14127 
 

Jack Staffen, 30 Hillcrest Rd., Tonawanda 14150 
 

Norma Stryker,  47 Canton St., Tonawanda 14150 
 

Cathy Thomas, 32 Douglas St., Tonawanda  

    14150 
 

We hope this list will be helpful to you.  We ask 

your assistance in notifying us if there are others 

you may know of who are unable to come to 

church services so that we might add their names 

to our list.  Thank you.  Merry Christmas!! 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Congratulations and best wishes to the following 

people who will become 80 years of age or older in 

December and January: 

 

Norma Stryker - December 21 

Roger Hutter - December 25 

Betty Grosskopf - January 15 

Thomas Cobernus - January 16 

Roy Berube - January 17 

Betty Clemen - January 23 

Jeanne Crosby - January 25 

Eugene Schultz - January 25 

FROM OUR RECORDS….The following information is according to the records we have to the present 

date.  We ask your assistance in notifying us of items to be included in this section of the Newsletter.  We 

hope this information will keep you up to date on your friends at Salem. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 

...Congratulations and best wishes to… 

 

Jeremy & Debbie Lopez - 19th - January 27 

Roy & Sharon Berube - 66th - January 31 

Memorials Made To Salem Endowment Fund 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

LESLIE LIBROCK 

FROM: 

Christine Nebelecky 

George Herbert 

Debra Whais 

Judy Morris 

Sue Toth 

Charles and Gail Wildt 

Diane Kunkel 

Ellen Christy and Paul Sikora 

Donna and Kim George 

Randy Librock, Cyntha Barker, Lorna 
Seib 

Bob and Peg Williams 

Shelley Salmon 

Kathleen Salmon 

The Dorcas Society 

John and Sally Sherman 

Dawn Chase 

Friends of the Librock Family 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

OLIVE ELLIOTT 

BAPTISM 

Jaxson Wyatt Flynn-Ingram, son of 

Charles Ingram and Kaitlin Flynn Ingram, 

was baptized on October 26, 2025.  Jaxson 

was born on February 4, 2025.   



PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR PAT 

 We are in the season of ADVENT and something very important about that is this: 

ADVENT 

                    ADVENT|URE 

Do you see the connection? Between Advent and Adventure? 

Make Advent an Adventure for you and your loved ones this year, and make sure that you 

do not OVER DO all the “other things” that you forget that growing closer to Jesus and God 

during this time, and the solemnity of this special time, is what the season is all about.  

In Matthew, God told Joseph that Mary would have a Son whose name is Emmanual, which 

means GOD WITH US. So even if you get caught up in all the other things, God will be with 

you, since Jesus is God dwelling within Him, and you can rest assured that all will be well, 

and you will get it all done in the mad rush of things because God is Emmanuel. God will 

be with YOU! 

Perhaps Part of the adventure of Advent can  simply be sitting at the supper table and ask-

ing everyone what is one adventure they did that day (or that week) that made them think 

of Jesus. Then give God thanks for that. 

Take time to be in HOLY SILENCE this season, like Zechariah was, as he and Elizabeth waited 

for their miracle baby to be born, the One who would proclaim the coming of the Lord…

Prepare ye the way of the Lord….our Savior.  

If you would like to talk more about this season and what 

you are experiencing, please feel free to drop in Tuesday 

or Wednesday or call me or send me an e mail. I am al-

ways available for you. 

God bless you as you venture through an Adventuresome 

Advent. 

I am faithfully yours, 

Pastor Pat 

 



EPIPHANY PROJECT 

 Salem always observes the season of  Epiphany.  

Epiphany is the day that the Christian Church cele-

brates the Wise Men and their gifts for the baby Je-

sus.  At Salem, we celebrate by collecting baby items 

for the TCCO food pantry.  Diapers, baby food, for-

mula, baby treats, wipes, etc. are needed by local 

families, especially now as prices continue to rise.  A 

bin will be available throughout January to collect 

these items.  Thank you in advance for your generos-

ity. 

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING 

Each year, the United Church of Christ’s Christmas Fund Offering allows the UCC to assist 

retired pastors living on limited incomes as well as to supplement small retirement annui-

ties, health premiums, and to provide emergency grants to active and retired clergy and 

lay employees.  The mission of the Christmas Fund is to provide assistance dollars in situ-

ations of critical need, while preserving the dignity of those who receive the aid. 

We will receive this offering during December.  Special envelopes and information are 

available at both entrances to the church.  Your contributions can and do make a differ-

ence in the lives of many people. 

HOSPICE PRESENTATION 

Do you know the difference between Hos-

pice and palliative care?  Did you know that 

our own local Hospice and Palliative Care of Buffalo provides both types of services?  A frequent-

ly heard comment at Hospice is “I wish I would have called them sooner”.  Hospice is more than 

end of life care.  It provides a multitude of services for patients both near the end of life as well 

as patients with serious illnesses that may still be accessing curative measures. Hospice also 

offers many support services to families of patients during challenging times. Please plan to join 

us for a very informative presentation with an outreach Hospice representative after our worship 

service on Sunday, February 1 to learn more about what Hospice Buffalo has to offer. A sign-up 

sheet will be available in the fellowship hall right after the holidays. Any questions, please see 

Patti Kidder. 



*Kids’ Fun Zone – December 31 (New Year’s Eve) – An evening of fun for your family!  

Children ages 3 – 10 can attend (with an adult) this event for only $5.  The evening in-

cludes games, prizes, crafts, face painting, bounce houses, door prize for everyone, a 

snack, hat/crown, noise maker, beads, music, dancing, and a 

few surprises.  Our evening ends with a balloon drop at 8:30!!  

This is the perfect way to celebrate the New Year with your 

family!! 

If you would like to help with this event, please talk to Wanda 

Chase or Dawn Chase.  We really need  people who can help 

with face painting and general supervision, set- up, and espe-

cially cleanup.  Sign up on the Activity Table. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

December and the Advent season are very busy times at Sa-

lem.  There are many events and activities for all ages.  We 

hope you will make plans to join your Salem family at as many 

as possible as you experience the real meaning of the season. 

 

*Please consider taking an angel from our Angel Tree and pur-

chasing a gift(s) for a child in need.  What a wonderful family 

tradition. (All gifts must be at church by December 7) 

 

*We are also collecting NEW children’s hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves.  A bin is availa-

ble in the fellowship hall. (We will be donating these with the Angel gifts on December 

7) 

 

* Family Service – Our Christmas Family Service will be held on Sunday, 

December 21 at 10 am.  This service will include our annual Christmas 

pageant. 

*Sunday School will NOT meet on Sunday, December 28, but  our wor-

ship service will be perfect for all to attend. 



WE MISS YOU! 

Do you ever look around Salem and real-

ize you haven’t seen someone in quite a 

while?  Salem League had this conversa-

tion at a recent meeting.  The members 

are willing to send a little “miss you” 

note to those Salem Family members we 

miss.  If any people come to mind, 

please talk to any member of Salem 

League or call the church office and 

leave a message for them.  We will fol-

low up with a note.  

SALEM LEAGUE 

Salem League will continue to meet on 

the last Tuesday of the month.  Please 

plan to join us in the McDermott Room 

at 12:00 for a time of food (bring your 

lunch, dessert and beverages provided), 

fellowship, and programs and projects 

to help our church and community.  All 

Salem members and friends are invited 

to join us.  Questions? Talk to Dawn 

Chase. 

LUNCH BUNCH 

Lunch Bunch meets at 12:30 at a local restau-

rant on the second Tuesday of every month.  

It’s a great time to enjoy food and fellowship. 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, December 16 

at Moonies on Military Road and on January 

20 at the Amherst Buffet.  Please sign up if 

you plan to attend (also, remember to let us 

know if you must cancel).  Questions?  Contact 

Dawn Chase. 

Parents Night Out!   

Friday Dec 12th from 5:30pm-8:00pm. 

Need to finish up holiday shopping, wrap your gifts in peace and quiet, or just enjoy a date 

night? We have your night out covered! 

Drop your kids (ages 3-10) here at Salem on Friday Dec 12th for a fun holiday party. This fun 

night for the kids includes pizza, crafts, games, cookie decorating and other fun activities.  

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall no later than Sunday Dec 7th so we can gather our 

supplies to make this a memorable night for all. There is no set cost for this evening but a 

small donation toward the supplies will be accepted.  

Community Corner Café will be held on Saturday  

December 13th. Join us for a Christmas Dinner with 

all the fixings! Doors open at 11:00 am, food served 

at 11:30am.  All are welcome! Come enjoy a great 

homecooked meal and fellowship as we gather to-

gether! A $2 donation is requested. 



Stewardship Note…. 

On behalf of the Finance Board 

A sincere thank you to all who have returned 

their 2026 Pledge Card.  If you have not yet had 

a chance to return the card, it would be appre-

ciated if you would return it as soon as possi-

ble. Even if you are unable to make a pledge, a 

returned card indicating that is helpful to the 

Finance Board. Returned pledge cards provide 

a critical piece of information for the Finance 

Board as they prepare the 2026 church budget. 

Your faithfulness and willingness to share your 

blessings are a beacon of light in our communi-

ty. We are committed to being good stewards 

of your donation, and we will use it wisely to 

further the mission of our church.  

 Thank you. 

TWIN CITIES TASK FORCE FOR THE HOMELESS 

The Twin City Task Force for the Homeless continues to be very busy in our communities, 

but the need is still great.  During the month of December, they will be collecting $25 gift 

cards (to be presented at the Holiday dinner) and warm gloves (larger sizes are appreciat-

ed).  The deadline for the gift cards is December 14.  They can be given to Dawn Chase.  If 

you need suggestions , please see Dawn (Tops is a good place to start). 

December is also the time when those who have died while experiencing  homelessness 

are remembered.  Across the nation on Sunday, December 21  - the longest night of the 

year- groups from the community, including our neighbors experiencing homelessness, 

meet to honor the memory of those who have died.  The Twin Cities Task Force for the 

Homeless will be having their remembrance service on December 20 in front of the To-

nawanda Salvation Army.  All are encouraged to join them. 

LET’S CELEBRATE!!!! 

In June 2026 Salem United Church of Christ will be 170 years old!!!  We have so much his-

tory and so many ministries that this will be a great time for a birthday celebration.  If you 

are interested in working on a committee to plan some special events, please sign up in 

the fellowship hall.  Not every church has this opportunity, so let’s make it special as we 

thank God for all He has done. 


